
Republika ng Pilipinas
I.AI.AWIGAN NG SURIGAO DEL SUR

BAYAN I{G CORTES

Tanggapan ng Sangguniang Bayan
(Office of the Municipal Council)

August 7, 2026

a rY(; SA^I(iGL IVTA N(iz

The Honorable Chairman and Members
Sangguniang Panlalawigan
Tanggapan ng Sangguniang Panlalawigan
Capitol Hills, Tandag City, Surigao delSur

Thru: Mr. Edgar G. Pelezr II,l. D,
Secretary to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan
Tanggapan ng Sangguniang Panlalawiganqq
Gpitol Hills, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur
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Sir/Madam:
o r^:i DAG CITY, SURIGAO DEL SIIR C

Greetings!

Respectfully submitting the approved i.lunicipal Ordinance llo. 17 series of 2026 of this municipality

dated August 4,2025 entitbd: 'AN ORDIilAITCE DECI-ARING BAKWITAII CAVE LOCATED IN BARAI{GAY
TUBORAN, MUl{rCrpALrTy OF CORTES, SURTGAO DEL SU& AS A tOCAt COI{SERVATTOI{ AREA,
pRovrDrNG FoR rTs pRoTEcrroil, UAI{AGEMEI{T, REGULATTOI{, AND SUSTATNABLE

UTILIZATION, AND APPROPRIATII{G FUI{DS THEREFOR." for your review and appropriate action.

Thank you very much.

Very truly yours,

A-/rtut etxflec. DorE
Local LegislaUve Staff Officer II

Acting Secretary to the Sangguniang Bayan
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Republiko ng Pilipinos
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Tonggopon ng SonggunYong Boyon
(Office of the Municipol Council)

or trWimryr^c.t0
on^, Et,o-
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EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 5ISI REGULAR SESSION OF THE IgIH SANGGUNIANG BAYAN
OF CORTES, SURIGAO DEt SUR HELD AT THE MUNICIPAL SESSION HAIL ON AUGUST 4,2026

Presenf:
Hon. Cherry B. Doromon
MunicipolVice Moyor

Regulor Presiding Officer

Regulor Songguniong Boyon Members

Hon. HozelG. Posok
Hon. Ronold S. Cubero
Hon. Joven P. Rivero
Hon. Adrion Y. Pono
Hon. Sedfrey G. Cuodero
Hon. Lydio l. Gobisoy
Hon. Monuel D. Bognol
Hon. Mercedetle V. Dumogon, MPA

Hon. Cormelito S. Montenegro
Hon. Julieto A. Arlegui
Hon. Vincent L. Quifro

Songguniong Boyon Member
-do-
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-do-
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Ex-Officio Member O TA\-DAG CITY, SURIGAO DEL STIF '

IPM Representotive
ABC President
SK Fed. President

Absent None

MUNICIPAT ORDINANCE NO. I7
(Series ot 20261

AN ORDINANCE DECTARING BAKWITAN CAVE LOCATED IN BARANGAY TUBORAN,

MUNICIPALITY OF CORIES, PROVINCE OF SURIGAO DEL SUR, AS A LOCAT CONSERVATION AREA,

PROVIDING FOR lTS PROTECTION, MANAGEMENT, REGULATION, AND SUSTAINABIE UTITIZATION,

AND APPROPRIAT!NG FUNDS THEREFOR

lntroduced by: HON. MERCEDETIE V. DUMAGAN, MPA
Seconded by: AllMembers Present

WHEREAS, Bokwiton Cove in Borongoy Tuboron is o noturol formotion with ecologicol,
geologicol, ond culturol significonce;

WHEREAS, coves serye os hobitots for diverse wildlite ond ore vitol for groundwoter
systems ond biodiversily conservotion;

WHEREAS, the Municipolity recognizes the need to protect Bokwilon Cove from

destruction, overuse, ond environmenlol degrodotion;

WHEREAS, lhere is o need to regulote occess ond promote susloinoble ecotourism for

the benefit of the locolcommunity;

E PRovrNcE oF suRtcAo DEL suR

I Office of the Secreta ry to the Sangguniang Panlalawlan

Tel No. t)86-2115832
Email. ossp@surigaodelsur. gov.ph
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WHEREAS, Locol Government Units ore empowered under lhe low lo enoct meosures
for environmeniol protection ond sustoinoble developmenl;

NOIY, THEREFORE, in view of the foregoing, this Ordinonce is enocled

BE lI ORDAINED by the Songguniong Boyon of the Municipolity of Cortes, Surigoo del Sur, in
session duly ossembled:

SECTION I. TITLE

This Ordinonce shollbe known os lhe "Bokwiton Cove LocolConservolion Ordinonce
ot 2026;'

SECTION 2. DECLARAIION OF POLICY

It is hereby declored thot the policy of the Municipolity of Cortes to protect, conserye,
ond sustoinobly monoge its nolurol resources, biodiversity, ond ecologicol systems for lhe
benefit of present ond future generotions. The Municipolily recognizes lhe importonce of
mointoining ecologicol bolonce ond environmentol integrity through the conservolion of
forests, rivers, coostol oreos, wildlife, ond other criticol hobitots, including coves os vilol
ecosystems ond port of lhe community's noturol heritoge. lt further promoles sustoinoble ond
communily-bosed ecotourism thol supports environmentol prolection. culturol preservolion,
ond locol economic development. The Municipolity sholl ensure thot the utilizotion ond
developmenl of noturol resources ore conied oul in o responsible ond sustoinoble monner,
consistenl wilh environmentol conservolion, disoster risk reduction, ond climote resilience
principles.

SECTION 3. TEGAL BASIS

This Ordinonce is enocted pursuont to:

RA 7160 - Locol Governmenl Code of l99l;
RA 9147 - Wildlife Resources Conservotion ond Protection Act;
RA 7586, os omended by RA I1038 - Notionol lntegroted Prolecled Areos System
(NIPAS) Act of 1992, insofor os opplicoble;
RA?072- NotionolCoves ond Cove Resources Monogement ond Protection Act;
RA 9003 - EcologicolSolid Woste Monogemenl Act;
RA9275 - Cleon Woler Act;
RA 8749 - Cleon Air Act;
RA?729 - Climote Chonge Act;
RA I0l2l - Disoster Risk Reduclion ond Monogement Act;
RA 8371 - lndigenous Peoples' Rights Act (if opplicoble);
RA 9512 - Environmentol Aworeness ond Educotion Act;
PD i 586 - Environmentol lmpocl Stotement System;
Relevonl DENR Adminislrolive Orders ond other opplicoble lows.

SECTION 4. DECTARATION OF BAKWIIAN CAVE AS A LOCAT CONSERVATION AREA

Bokwiton Cove locoted in Borongoy Tuboron is hereby declored o Locol Conservotion
Areo in recognition of its ecologicol, geologicol, culturol, ond tourism significonce. The
Municipolity of Cortes shollensure the proteclion. conservotion, ond susloinoble monogement
of the cove ond its sunounding environment to preserve its biodiversity, mointoin ils ecologicol
integrity, ond promote responsible ond community-bosed ecolourism for the benefit of
presenl ond future generotions.
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SECTION 5. COVERAGE AND BOUNDARIES

The LocolConservotion Areo shollcover the entire Bokwiton Cove system. including its
entronces, sunounding buffer zones, ond odjocent forest ond wotershed oreos necessory for
the protection ond preservotion of its ecologicol integrity ond biodiversity. The conservotion
oreo sholl encomposs oll criticol hobitots ond noturol feotures ossocioted with the cove
ecosystem to ensure effeclive environmentol monogement ond sustoinoble conservotion. A
technicolsurvey, mopping, ond delineolion of lhe metes ond bounds of the conservotion oreo
sholl be conducted by the Municipol Environmenl ond Noturol Resources Office (MENRO) in
coordinotion with the Deportment of Environment ond Noturol Resources to estoblish the
officiol boundories of lhe Locol Conservotion Areo.

SECTION 6. CLASSIFICATION

Bokwilon Cove hos been clossified os o Closs ll cove pursuonl to DENR Administrotive
Order No. 2024-08, which ollows limited ond controlled use; occess is nol open to the generol
public without regulotion, ond entry is permitted only for the following purposes: Guided
ecotourism oclivities, scientific reseorch, ond educotionol tours.

SECTION 7. ZONING

The oreo sholl be divided into

Proteclion Zone - No entry excepl oulhorized scientific reseorch;
Buffer Zone - Limited reguloled occess;
Ecotourism Zone - Conlrolled tourism ond visitor octivities.

SECTION 8. CREATION OF CAVE MANAGEMENT BODY

l. Locol Chief Execulive (LCE) - Choirperson
2. Advisory ond TechnicolSupport Loyer

o MunicipolTourismCouncil
r TechnicolWorking Group (TWG)

o Nolionol ond Portner Agencies (DENR, DOT, DOST, DTl, PNP, Acodeme, etc.)
3. BLGU Tuboron
4. Tuboron Women's Associotion
5. FunctionolCommittees (OperolionolCore)

.,

LOCAL CHIEF EXECUTIVE

MUNICIPAL IOURISM COUNCIL OEI{R, DOT, DOST, DII, PiIP,

PLGU-SDS, Academe, P0

BLGU TUBORANIWG

TUEORAI{ II'OMEII'S ORG.

PIAI{S AtID

PROGRAMS

coMi,tnEt

RESEARCH AIID

OE\/ELOPMTTII

COMMITTET

CEPA AI{D

PROMOTIOI{

COTIMIIITE

LIIIETIHOOD

PROGRAM

COMltITTTE

Mot{tT0Rr}tG AilD

tyAtuAIt0l{

C0l,l]tllITEE

LAW

EltfoRcrMtilI

COUMITTET
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FUNCTIONS:
l. Locol Chief Executive (LCE)

The LocolChief Executive seryes os the highest locolouthority, providing overollpolicy
direction, politicolsupport, ond opprovol of key decisions reloted to cove monogement. This
ensures thot cove monogement is integroted into the LGU's development ond environmenlol
governonce ogendo.

2. Advisory ond TechnicolSupport Loyer

Municipol Tourism Council
This body ploys o key role in:

o Aligning cove monogement with tourism developmenl policies;
. Ensuring ecolourism is reguloted ond sustoinoble;
. Coordinoting tourism-reloted progroms ond promotions.

Technicol Working Group (TWG)

Acts os the technicol bockbone, responsible for:
. Provides technicolossistonce in plonning, development, ond monogement of

the cove;
o Providing technicol recommendotions;
. Supporting implementotion of council decisions.

Notionol ond Portner Agencies (DENR, DOT, DOST, DTl, PNP, Acodeme, etc.)
These ogencies provide:

o Environmentolproteclion (DENR);

o Tourism development stondords (DOT);

o Science ond sofety inputs (DOST. Acodeme);
o Enterprise ond livelihood support (DTl);

. Security ond enforcement ossistonce (PNP).

3.

The Borongoy Locol Government Unit (BLGU) is under the supervision of the Locol Chief
Executive (LCE) ond provides support to lhe frontline implementer. lt:

. Enforces locol policies on the ground;

. Coordinotes community porticipotion;

. Supervisesdoy-to-doymonogemenloctivilies.

4. Tuboron Women's Associotion (TWA)

TWA serves os the frontline implementer:

. lmplements doy-to-doy monogement ond ecotourism operotions;o Leods livelihood development iniliolives;

. Supportsconservotion octivities.

5. FunclionolCommittees (OperolionolCore)

These committees ore the working units lhol tronslote plons into oction

Plons ond progroms Committeeo Plonning of cove monogement octivities
o Policy ond progrom development

BLGU Tuboron

5

4



Poge sot 7
OrdiErce No. 17

Sdies ol 2026

Reseorch ond Development Committee
o Biodiversity ond cove studies
. Doto collection ond documenlotion
. Science-bosed monogement support

CEPA ond Promolion Committee
. Conservotion educotion ond public oworeness
o lnformotion compoigns ond ecotourism promotion

Livelihood Progrom Committee
. Susloinoble income projects for communities
o Ecotourism-relotedenterprises

Monitoring ond Evoluolion Committee
Trocks implementotion progress

Assesses environmentol condition ond complionce

Low Enforcement Committee
o Ensures protection of lhe cove
r lmplements rules ond restrictions
. Coordinotes with PNP ond LGU enforcers

SECTION 9. PROHIBITED ACTS

Within the Bokwilon Cove Locol Conservotion Areo. it sholl be prohibited forony person
or entity to destroy, remove, possess, collecl, tronsport, trode, orsell cove formotions ond other
noturol feotures found within the cove ecosystem. Likewise, ony disturbonce, hunting,
gothering, colleclion, possession, tronsport, troding, or selling of wildlife ond wildlife resources
sholl be strictly prohibiled. The dumping or disposol of ony form of woste, unoulhorized enlry,
unreguloted lourism octivities, vondolism, groffiti, ond ony olher oct thol moy couse pollution,
hobitot destruclion, environmentol degrodotion, or domoge to the ecologicolintegrity of the
conservotion oreo sholl likewise be prohibiled.

SECTION 10. REGULATED ACTIVITIES

The following octivities within the Bokwiton Cove Locol Conservotion Areo sholl be
ollowed only upon the issuonce of oppropriote permits ond subjecl lo existing environmentol
lows, rules, ond conservotion guidelines: reseorch ond scienlific sludies, educotionol ond
leorning lours, controlled ond community-bosed ecotourism octivities, culturol proctices lhot
ore consistenl with environmentol protection ond conservotion objectives. ond the reguloted
collection of guono. All permitted octivities sholl be conducted in o monner thot minimizes
environmentol impoct ond ensures the protection, sustoinobility, ond ecologicol integrity of
lhe cove ecosystem ond its sunounding oreos.

SECTION I I. USER FEES AND REVENUE SHARING

a

a

t
The Tuboron Women's Associotion sholl monoge the doy-to-doy ecolourism octivities

of Bokwiton Cove- ln recognition of its roles ond responsibilities, o lorger'shore of the revenuesgeneroted moy be ollocoted lo the People's Orgonizolion (POj, subjecl lo o foir ondlronsporent revenue-shoring ogreement with the londowner ond the Municipolity of Cortes.
All collected funds sholl be used for conservotion, mointenonce, environmentol monogemenl,
ond sustoinoble livelihood progroms.
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SECTION 12. DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND SAFETY

All octivilies sholl integrote sofety protocols, hozord mopping, ond emergency
response meosures in coordinotion with MDRRMO.

SECTION 13. ENFORGEMENT

The enforcement of lhis Ordinonce ond the protection of the Bokwiton Cove Locol
Conservotion Areo sholl be underloken jointly by the Philippine Nolionol Police (PNP),
Municipol Environment ond Noturol Resources Office (MENRO), Borongoy Officiols, Borongoy
Tonods, ond duly deputized Cove Prolection Enforcement Officers (CPEO), in coordinotion
with concerned governmenl ogencies ond community stokeholders, to ensure complionce
with environmentol lows, conservotion meosures, ond protection policies.

SECTION 14. APPROPRIATION

Funds for the implementotion ond monogement of the Bokwiton Cove Locol
Conservotion Areo sholl be sourced from the 207" Development Fund, Environmentol
Monogement Fund, environmenl ond tourism+eloled ollocotions, communily-bosed
enlerprise funds, gronts, ond other externol funding sources, subject to existing occounting
ond ouditing rules ond regulotions.

SECTION 15. IEC AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

The Municipolity of Cortes sholl conducl continuous lnformolion, Educotion, ond
Communicotion (lEC) compolgns lo promote environmentol oworeness, cove conservolion,
ond responsible ecotourism proctices. lt sholl likewise ensure the octive porticipotion ond
colloborotion of locolcommunities, people's orgonizotions, schools, slokeholders, ond portner
ogencies in the protection, monogement, ond sustoinoble conservotion of the Bokwiton Cove
Locol Conservotion Areo.

SECIION I6. PENALTIES

Any person found guilty of violoting ony provision of this Ordinonce sholl, upon conviction by
o courl of competent jurisdiction, be subject to the following penolties:

I st Offense: F 1,000.00 or community service

2nd Offense: P I,500 or up to 30 doys imprisonment

3rd Offense: F 2,500 or up to 60 doys imprisonment

SECTION 17. SEPARABILIIY CLAUSE. ln the event thot ony port or portion of this ordinonce is

pronounced or declored involid or unconstilutionol, oll other provisions hereof not offected by
such pronouncemenl shollremoin in fullforce ond effect.

SECTION t8. APPLICABILIW CLAUSE. All olher reloted motters nol specificolly provided in this
ordinonce sholl be governed by pertinent exisling lows or ordinonces.

SECTION 19. REPEALING CLAUSE. All ordinonces ond other previous locol enoctments,
resolutions, memorondo ond other issuonces inconsistenl with this ordinonce ore hereby
repeoled or modified occordingly.

6
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SECTION 20. EFFECTIVITY. This ordinonce sholltoke effect upon opprovolond ofler complionce
with oll publicolion ond posting requiremenls prescribed by the Locol Government Code of
l?91 ond other opplicoble lows.

ENACTED by lhe I9tn Songguniong Boyon of Corles, Surigoo delSur on ils 5l'f Regulor Session
on August 4,2026 of Cortes, Surigoo del Sur.

ATIESIED:
n//'\#e

CYKEE C. DOTE

Locol Legislolive Stoff Officer ll

Acting Secrefory fo fhe Songguniong Boyan

CERTIFIED CORRECT
TO BE DULY ADOPTED:

MunicipolVice Moyor
Regulor Presiding Officer

APPROVED:

t$
FREDERICl( P. YU

MunicipolMoyor

Dote: AUG 0 6 2026

7



Republic of the Philippines
Province of Surigoo delSur

Municipolity of Cortes

Office of the Songguniong Boyon
(Office of the MvnicipalCouncil)

CERTIFICATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

THIS lS TO CERTIFY thot Munlclpol Ordlnonce No. l7 of this municipollty
doted August 4, 2026, viz;

1. Municipal Oldinance No. 17 series d 2026 entiUed 'AN oRDTNANcE
DECLARIT{G BAI(WITAT{ CAVE LOCATED II{ BARAilGAY TUBORAN,
HUNTCTPALTTY OF CORTES, SURTGAO DEt SU& AS A LOCAT

coltsERvATroil AR.EA, PROVIDING FOR rTS PROTECTTOI{, MANAGEMENT,
REGULATIOII, A]TD SUSTAIITABLE UTITEZATION, AND APPROPRIATING
FUIIDS THER,EFOR"

wos posted in the bulletin boord of the entronce of the Municipol Holl ond in
2 other conspicuous ploces of this municipolity.

This Certfflcollon is issued in complionce with Section 59 of the Locol
Government Code of 1991 otherwise known os RA 7l&.

Done this 6th doy of August, 2426 of Cortes, Surigoo delSur

A_Irr", CYKEEC. DOTE

Locol Legislotive Stoff Officer ll

Acting Secretory to the Songguniong Boyon



Republiko ng Pilipinos
Lolcrwigon ng Surigoo delSur

BAYAN NG CORTES

Tonggopon ng Songguniong Boyon
(Office of the Municipol Council)

ln front of the Municipol Building

Entronce of the Municipol Gymnosium

Cortes Terminol
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